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Vote  early,  Vote  often         Letter  From  the  Editor 


By  Bruce  Coulter 

With  seven  weeks  left  in  the  presi- 
dential campaign  season,  some  voters 
are  still  struggling  with  their  choice  for 
president.  Both  candidates  seek  to 
reach  as  wide  an  audience  as  possible. 
The  winner  of  this  nation-wide  popu- 
larity contest  will  make  decisions  that 
affect  all  Americans. 

The  future  resident  of  the  oval  office 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  change  the 
outlook  of  the  nation's  highest  court. 
With  several  members  of  the  Supreme 
Court  contemplating  retirement,  Amer- 
icans could  very  well  see,  among  other 
issues,  Roe  v.  Wade  overturned.  This 
should  concern  women,  regardless  of 
which  side  of  the  fence  they  sit  on 
regarding  abortion  issues. 

Our  country  is  currently  embroiled 
in  the  midst  of  a  fuel  crisis.  Although 
this  does  not  compare  to  the  energy 
crunch  of  the  1970s,  home  heating  oil 
prices  have  increased  35%  since  last 
year.  To  alleviate  this,  Vice  President 
Gore  has  implored  President  Clinton  to 
release  some  of  the  570  million  barrels 
of  crude  oil  currently  held  in  reserve  in 
Texas  and  Louisiana.  Clinton  agreed  to 
release  30  million  barrels. 

What  we  see  on  television  and  in  the 
movies  has  recently  become  a  hot-but- 
ton issue,  with  both  candidates  stating 
that  they  will  take  on  Hollywood  to 
ensure  children  are  no  longer  a  target 
audience  for  sex  and  violence.  Yet  one 
day,  after  commenting  publicly  against 
such  practices,  Gore  was  in  Hollywood 


at  a  fund-raising  event,  in  which  he 
softened  his  stance  on  the  issue. 

Governor  Bush  has  attempted 
throughout  his  campaign  to  make  char- 
acter an  issue,  seizing  on  Gore's  close 
association  with  Clinton,  as  well  as 
Gore's  somewhat  suspect  fund-raising 
practices. 

Unfortunately  for  Bush,  the  vast 
majority  of  Americans  have  already 
decided  what  they  like  or  dislike  about 
Gore's  character.  They  want  to  hear  the 
candidates  discuss  issues  that  affect 
their  lives,  which  is  something  Bush 
has  rarely  done  on  the  campaign  trail. 
Bush  and  his  running  mate,  Dick 
Cheney,  are  knee-deep  in  big  oil.  Bush 
would  wreak  further  havoc  on  the 
Alaskan  frontier  in  an  effort  to  open 
this  vast  wilderness  for  oil  exploration. 
We  simply  do  not  need  to  destroy  more 
of  our  heritage  to  satisfy  the  American 
oil  industry. 

If  you're  asking  yourself  how  this 
affects  you,  step  back  and  think  about 
it.  Whether  you're  a  freshman  or  a 
senior,  you're  the  current  and  future 
consumers  of  oil,  whether  it  be  gasoline 
or  heating  oil.  You  may  be  the  young 
man  or  woman  who  believes  abortion  is 
a  personal  decision,  or  the  parent  of  a 
young  child,  and  concerned  about  what 
he  or  she  watches  on  television.  Take 
time  to  listen  to  the  candidates.  You 
won't  agree  with  everything  they  say; 
yet  in  order  to  vote,  you  must  make  an 
informed  decision.  Voting  is  a  right,  not 
an  option.  VOTE! 


RUTH  BUTLER  AWARD 

Ruth  Butler  Achievement  Grant  applications  are  now  available 
from  the  Grant  center. 

These  awards  are  given  in  honor  of  the  late  Professor  Ruth 
Butler,  of  the  Mathematics  Department.  Grants  are  awarded  to  pro- 
mote professional  activities,  artistic  development  or  other  activities 
that  are  appropriate  to  furthering  the  goals  of  Fitchburg  State  College. 

Grants  are  typically  awarded  to  full-time  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty, administration  and  student  body;  however,  if  the  grants  used  are 
less  than  the  funds  available,  then  part-timers  become  considered  for 
grants. 

Applicants  must  submit  a  completed  application  form  togeth- 
er with  a  resume  or  curriculum  vita  to  the  Grant  Center  by  4:00  PM 
Friday,  October  20,  2000.  Applications  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Grant  Center,  located  in  Room  1 1 5  of  Thompson  Hall,  or  from  their 
website,  www.fsc.edu/grantctr/ruth_butler.html. 

Questions  regarding  the  grants  may  be  directed  to  Nancy  M. 
Levy  at  the  Grant  Center,  978  665  3712. 


Students  Left  Uncovered 

With  all  the  lectures,  programs  and  educational  materials  available,  it  certain- 
ly would  appear  that  FSC  is  concerned  over  the  health  and  well-being  of  its  stu- 
dents; and  I'm  sure  this  is  true  to  a  degree,  just  so  long  as  the  college  doesn't  have 
to  pay  for  it.  Now  this  is  an  opinion  piece,  so  it  can  probably  be  dismissed  as  just 
me  bitching  (again),  but  there  is  a  serious  issue  here.  See,  even  though  state  regu- 
lations require  that  full-time  students  of  a  state  college  be  insured  year-round,  if 
you  are  unfortunate  enough  to  require  medical  care  between  July  3 1  and  Septem- 
ber 3 1 ,  you  had  better  be  prepared  to  pay  for  it  out  of  your  own  pocket. 

My  trouble  started  when  I  went  to  my  doctor  over  the  summer.  He  gave  me  a 
prescription  for  my  complaint  and  I  toddled  off  to  the  CVS  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill.  There,  I  was  told  that  my  insurance  was  declined.  I  called  the  number  on  the 
card  and  was  told  that  FSC  had  yet  to  submit  a  roster  of  covered  students  and 
therefore,  no  FSC  student  was  currently  covered. 

I  tried  to  find  out  why  the  "leadership  college"  had  done  this  and  was  directed 
to  Dean  of  Students  Anne  Coyne.  She  was  unavailable  the  first  two  times  I  called 
and  never  called  me  back  due  to  "trouble  with  the  phone  system,"  which  I  guess 
consisted  of  the  intriguingly  convenient  ability  to  take  incoming  calls,  but  not 
make  outgoing  ones.  This  trouble  must  also  have  been  localized  only  to  the  phone 
on  Ms.  Coyne's  desk,  as  someone  from  her  office  did  get  in  touch  with  me  after  a 
few  hours  and  explained  the  situation. 

It  seems  that  Fitchburg  State  College  is  one  of  eight  colleges  that  combined  to 
use  Chickering  Insurance  (a  subsidiary  of  the  recently  disgraced  Aetna  Insurance 
Group).  The  other  schools  in  this  group  wanted  their  sports  teams  covered  during 
the  summer,  so  the  date  for  re-issuance  of  coverage  was  set  at  July  3 1 .  Fitchburg 
State  College,  however,  does  not  submit  a  roster  of  students  covered  to  Chicker- 
ing until  October  1 ,  because  that  is  when  they  know  who  is  actually  covered  (after 
add/drop  and  all).  This  means  that  from  July  31,  when  Chickering  re-issues  their 
insurance  policies,  to  October  1,  no  one  is  listed  on  Chickering's  roster;  therefore, 
the  insurance  which  students  pay  for  is  not  valid  and  claims  cannot  be  made. 

When  I  asked  if  there  was  some  way  around  this  dilemma.  I  was  told  I  could 
always  take  out  an  emergency  loan.  So,  to  aleviate  the  expense  that  should  have 
been  covered  by  my  state-required  insurance  but  wasn't  because  of  the  college's 
lax  bureaucracy,  I  should  take  out  a  loan  and  be  charged  interest  for  however  long 
it  takes  Chickering  to  pay  the  college  (and  the  college  to  pay  me)?  This  loan,  and 
the  interest,  would  have  to  be  paid  for  out  of  my  pocket. 

I  am  not  the  only  one  who  this  has  happened  to.  In  discussing  my  frustration 
with  others,  I  discovered  several  other  students  who  had  been  caught  in  the  same 
catch-22  situation  and  when  calling  to  find  out  the  deal,  received  the  same 
runaround  I  did.  Additionally,  those  students  who  managed  to  be  covered,  merely 
got  a  fraction  of  coverage.  One  student  told  me  he  had  broken  his  leg  while  work- 
ing for  the  school.  As  he  was  working  in  an  "unofficial  capacity,"  he  could  not  be 
covered  by  the  school  employe  insurance  and  had  to  use  Chickering  instead.  Only 
10%  of  his  emergency  room  visit  was  covered  by  them. 

I  wound  up  completely  paying  for  my  prescription  (and  bouncing  a  few  checks 
in  the  process)  and  have  yet  to  hear  from  my  doctor,  but  will  bet  dollars  to  dough- 
nuts I  end  up  owing  for  the  office  visit  as  well.  This  is  money  that  technically  I  am 
owed  by  the  college.  I  doubt  I'll  ever  see  it,  and  truth  to  tell,  that's  not  the  issue. 

The  issue  is  the  way  in  which  Fitchburg  State  will  bend  over  backwards,  and 
cut  any  corner  to  save  a  few  bucks  at  the  expence  of  the  student  body,  but  sees  no 
problem  in  spending  $12  million  as  part  of  an  ongoing  pipedream  to  get  FSC  into 
the  UMass  system. 

I  will  look  deeper  into  this  and  the  other  ways  in  which  this  "leadership  col- 
lege" keeps  giving  its  students  the  short  end  of  the  stick.  If  you  have  a  similar  story 
or  a  legitimate  gripe  against  the  way  this  school  is  run,  send  it  to  my  attention  at 
The  Point. 

James  Sposato 
Editor-in-Chief 


Let's  talk  about  sex  Mind  and 

Body 


Who  doesn't  love  sex?  Sex  sells.  It 
also  walks,  talks  and  does  a  pretty  good 
Barry  White  impression.  Let's  face  it, 
sex  is  one  of  the  most  time  consuming 
non-scholastic  pursuits  a  college  stu- 
dent makes.  This  is  understandable.  Of 
the  basic  drives  generated  by  the  pri- 
mordial brain  stem,  the  so-called 
"lizard  brain"  we  carry  around  under  all 
that  higher  minded  cerebral  tissue,  a 
full  third  of  the  impulses  from  that 
recidivistic  organ  concern  the  sex  drive. 
Sex,  done  right,  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasurable  of  human  pastimes  and  has 
served  as  one  of  the  great  influences  on 
human  asthetics.  The  sonnets  of 
Shakespeare,  the  paintings  of  Zampano, 
any  pop  song  on  the  radio  station  of 
your  choice,  all  relate  to  sex.  Even  the 
phrase  "rock  and  roll"  started  as  a 
euphemism  for  sex  among  bluesmen  of 
the  20s  and  30s. 

Art  is  not  the  only  province  of 
human  endeavor  to  fall  sway  to  Eros; 


from  the  Trojan  War  to  Monica  Lewin- 
sky, history  has  been  shaped  by  sexual 
desire. 

Regardless  of  what  the  conservative 
elements  of  our  society  think,  sex  is  an 
important  and  healthy  facet  of  the 
human  animal  and  needs  to  be  dealt 
with.  Preferably  in  any  other  fashion 
than  the  current  trend  towards  brushing 
it  under  the  rug. 

Most  high  school  students  receive 
the  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  drive  a 
car.  Lessons  include  all  the  safety  pre- 
cautions and  necessary  instructions  to 
drive  safely  and  not  harm  themselves 
and  others. 

However,  sex  education  (in  those 
schools  where  it  is  even  available)  con- 
sists mostly  of  lectures  who's  basic  tone 
is  a  patronizing  "These  are  your  geni- 
tals. Don't  look  at  them.  Don't  touch 
them.  For  god's  sake  don't  use  them. 
At  least  not  until  you're  married.  And 
even  then,  don't  enjoy  it  or  you'll  go  to 


hell." 

In  an  effort  to  counter  the  dangerous 
ignorance  resulting  from  these  prac- 
tices, Pro  Health  of  Fitchburg  and  Stu- 
dent Health  Services  are  presenting  a 
workshop  series  on  sex.  No,  not  an 
Annie  Sprinkle  "how  to"  workshop,  but 
serious  discussions  on  relationships, 
contraception,  STDs  and  HIV.  The 
workshop  is  free  and  takes  place  in  the 
Aubuchon  Hall  Lounge  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  from  7:00PM  to 
8:30PM. 

This  week's  topic  was  contraception 
and  students  interacted  with  Eileen 
Mauro,  the  educator  from  Pro  Health 
who  serves  as  speaker  for  the  series, 
deconstructing  some  of  the  misconcep- 
tions and  myths  about  the  subject.  The 
topic  for  October  3rd  and  4th  is  Sexual- 
ly Transmitted  Diseases.  Students  are 
encouraged  to  stop  by  these  informal 
classes  and  make  sure  all  thier  deaths 
are  little  ones. 


Student  Health  Services  is 
sponsoring  a  pair  of  lectures 
next  month.  On  October  5, 
Kathy  Malsch  will  be  talking 
about  The  Mind  and  Body  Con- 
nection, a  talk  on  how  good 
nutrition  can  increase  your 
energy  and  performance.  The 
second  lecture,  by  breast  cancer 
survivor  Esther  Holderby,  will 
be  in  the  Ellis  White  Lecture 
hall  (located  off  of  G-Lobby) 
1:00  PM  on  October  23.  She 
will  tell  her  story  of  overcoming 
this  potentially  tragic  disease 
and  emphasis  the  importance  of 
a  monthly  breast  exams. 


National  depression  screening  week  begins 


The  Counseling  Services  Office  will 
hold  a  free,  anonymous  depression 
screening  on  October  5th  from  10am- 
3pm  in  the  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall, 
located  on  the  G-Level  of  the  Ham- 
mond building.  The  free  screening  will 
include  an  educational  presentation,  an 
anonymous  written  depression  screen- 
ing test,  and  the  opportunity  to  review 
the  results  of  your  test  with  our  coun- 
selors. For  more  information  call  Coun- 
seling Services  at  665-3152 

College  offers  new  experiences  and 
challenges.  This  can  be  exiting  -  it  can 
also  be  stressful  and  make  you,  or 
someone  you  know,  feel  sad.  But  when 
"the  blues"  last  for  weeks,  or  interfere 
with  academic  or  social  functioning,  it 
may  be  clinical  depression.  Clinical 
depression  is  a  common,  frequently 
unrecognized  illness  that  can  be  effec- 
tively treated. 

Clinical  depression  can  affect  your 
body,  mood,  thoughts,  and  behavior.  It 
can  change  your  eating  and  sleeping 
habits,  how  you  feel  and  think  about 
things,  your  ability  to  work  and  study, 
and  how  you  interact  with  people. 
Depression  can  effect  your  functioning 
in  school,  at  work,  with  friends,  and 
your  physical  health. 

With  the  right  treatment,  80%  of 


Associate  Director  of  Counseling  Services,  Diana  Hamilton-Russeau  and  Graduate  Intern  Heather 
Holdaway  diligently  work  to  help  counsel  students  facing  hard  times  at  college. 


those  who  seek  help  get  better.  And 
many  people  begin  to  feel  better  in  just 
few  weeks. 

Every  year  more  than  17  million 
Americans  suffer  from  clinical  depres- 
sion.   Young  or  old,  man  or  women, 


regardless  of  race  or  income  -  anyone 
can  experience  clinical  depression. 
Depression  can  cause  people  to  loose 
the  pleasure  from  daily  life,  it  can  com- 
plicate other  medical  conditions  -  it  can 
even  be  serious  enough  to  lead  t  suicide 


they  are  sending  us  more  info  on  this. 
Also  call  Dr  Joan  Glutting  3135  and  see 
what  she  plans  on  doing. 


ACROSS 

1 .  Computer  com- 
ponent 

5.  Have  a  chair 
8.  Footpace 

12.  Daft 

13.  Milk  source 

14.  Incite 

15.  Elide 

16.  Third  of  a  trio 

17.  Golfer's  goals 

18.  -tac-toe 

19.  Fragrant  flow- 
ers 

21.  Assembled 

22.  Biker's  head- 
gear 

24.  Invites 

26.  Farm  equip- 
ment 

28.  Gl'smeal 

29.  Welsh 

3 1 .  Sub  store 

33.  Overlay 

36.  Fit  in 

38.  Gather 
40.  Fury 


41.  Coach 

43.  Deadlock 

44.  Donate 

46.  Brownish 
color 

47.  Large  trucks 

48.  Certain  verses 

49.  Snow  runner 

50.  English  com- 
poser 

5 1 .  Decade  num- 
bers 

52.  Vote  for 

53.  Hatchling's 
place 

DOWN 

1.  Fabric 

2.  More  cozy 

3.  Frozen  forma- 
tion 

4.  Earthenware 
container 

5.  Child's  vehicle 

6.  Charged  parti- 
cles 

7.  Robin's  sound 


8.  Eat  a  bit 

9.  Treads  heavily 

10.  White  herons 

1 1 .  Irritants 

19.  Apply  another 
coat 

20.  Informational 
meeting 

23.  Actress 

Thomas 

25.  Parking  timer 

27.  Race,  as  a 

motor 

30.  Garden  bloom 

31.  Ridicule 

32.  Football 
team's  count 

34.  Complete 

35.  Holds  power 

36.  Biased  person 

37.  Bold 

39.  Bowlingalley 
button 

42.  Confiscate 
45.  Shapely  curve 
47.   Was  a  candi- 
date 

Solution  is  on  page  10 


Got  pen? 

The  student  newspaper  is  current- 
ly looking  for  student  writers,  editors 
and  photographers  for  editorial  posi- 
tions. 

Any  and  all  interested  students  are 
encouraged  to  drop  by  the  office  at 
anytime  on  Thursdays,  or  attend  our 
weekly  meeting  on  Thursday  at  11:30. 
Please  feel  free  to  contact  our 
office  at  x3647  or  email  us  at 
point@fsc.edu  with  any  questions  you 
may  have. 
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The  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
and    Television     Engineers 
I  meets  weekly  on  Tuesdays  at 
jf  3:30  in  the  screening  room  of 
J  the  communications  building. 
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SMPTE  is  a  professional 
organization  designed  to 
help  people  in  the  field  of 
communications  learn 
more  about  their  respective 
fields  and  make  valuable 
contacts  in  the  field  they 
work  in. 

Students  interested  in 
joining  SMPTE  are  encour- 
aged to  attend  the  weekly 
meetings  and  apply  for 
membership  into  the 
'national  organization. 
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See,  Karen  i  told  you  id  get  you  your 
own  mmi-vtrsKxi  of  my  electrokirietically 
enhanced,  kevlar- reinforced  exo-soit. 


"N/- 


Yes.  its  a  thrill  But  Oe  aware  that  win  the 
tremendous  power  contained  in  the  "Milkman 
Dan  Junior*  suit  conies  great  responstbdrty. 
You  must  promise  me  to  always  use  it  wisely. 


And  t  promise  also  to  use  my  suits  power 
wisely.  Particularly  this  remote  switch  in 
my  pocket  that  delivers  a  painful  electrical 
shock  to  the  wearer  of  the  mmi-suit  when  I 
press  the  links  red  activator  button  like  so... 


P"^^f«^*M"<lM0MM0|0l 


MM  h-h-hate  y-y-you 
m-m-Mrflcman  d-d-Dan 


<*<^^%*« 


Entertainment 


A  pimp,  a  DJ  and  Roberto  Benigni  walk  into  a  bar... 


By  Evil  Trevor 

This  film  had  a  good  heart, 
and  I  laughed  my  head  off... 
I  just  wasn  't  sure  I  was  sup- 
posed to  be  laughing. 

Down  by  Law  is  without  a  doubt  the 
most  bizarre  film  I  have  ever  seen  in  my 
life.  And  my  pen  name  is  Evil  Trevor, 
so  that  might  give  you  a  little  insight 
into  my  own  level  of  sanity.  Set  in  New 
Orleans  the  film  follows  the  misadven- 
tures of  three  men  who  by  fate  or  mirac- 
ulous coincidence  meet  up  both  in  and 
out  of  prison. 

The  movie  begins  with  a  fight 
between  two  lovers  which  ends  in  the 
destruction  of  a  great  collection  of  vinyl 
and  the  near  destruction  of  some  really 
ugly  shoes.  The  man,  an  out  of  work 
DJ  is  thrown  out  by  what  I'm  assuming 
was  his  girlfriend,  but  the  lighting  was 
really  bad...  I  mean  creative,  so  very 
creative  that  I  really  couldn't  figure  out 
what  was  wrong  with  her  hair  and  why 
she  felt  the  need  to  be  in  lingerie  (guys, 


Jim  Jar- 
musch's 
film, 
Down  by 
Law,  star- 
r  i  n  g 
Roberto 
Benigni, 
Tom 
Waits, 
John 
Lurie  and 
Ellen 
Burkin 
was  pre- 
sented as 
part  of  the 
Indie 
series  at 
FSC. 


it  was  not  pretty). 

After  being  discarded  by  his...  what- 
ever., the  DJ  walks  the  streets,  which 


are  entirely  uninhabited,  very  un-New 
Orleans.  He  happens  upon  everybody's 
favorite  speech  at  the  Oscars  (no,  not 


No  Punchline  Needed, 
contiuned  on  page  8 


Still  Creepy  After  All  These  Years    Soul's  Revival 


Linda  Blair  starts  off  as  an  over- 
ly cute  pre-teen... 

By  James  Sposato 

You  would  think  a  twenty-five  year- 
old  movie  would  show  its  age.  Howev- 
er apart  from  a  few  of  Ellen  Burstyn's 
outfits  (Why  is  women's  fashion 
always  so  much  more  mercurial  than 
men's?).  The  film  looks  like  it  might 
have  been  filmed  today.  Except  it  does- 


n't suck. 

For  those  of  you  bottle-fed  on  splat- 
ter pablum  like  I  Know  What  you  Did 
Last  Summer  or  shock  schlock  like  The 
Cell  it's  time  to  wean  yourself  off  and 
take  a  look  at  this  movie.  You  will 
quickly  discover  why  it  made  Satan  big 
business  in  Hollywood.  Instead  of  rent- 
ing Ninth  Gate  tonight  (trust  me  it 
blows.  Johnny  Depp  is  as  bad  as  he's 
ever  been  and  Roman  Polanski  hasn't 
made  a  good  movie  since  Charles  Man- 
son  killed  his  wife),  go  see  the  re- 
release  of  this  classic  horror  film  with 
eleven  minutes  of  previously  censored 
footage  and  a  digitally  re-mastered 
soundtrack. 

The  story  concerns  Regan  McNeil, 
a  overly  cute  pre-teen  (Linda  Blair  in 
the  role  cut  short  her  acting  career 
before  it  even  began)  who  becomes 
possesed  by  Pazuzu,  an  ancient  demon 
released  from  an  Iraqi  archeological 
dig.  After  a  battery  of  painfully  graph- 
ic medical  exams,  her  mother  (Ellen 
Burstyn)   becomes   convinced   of  this 


Maybe  if  we  ask  nicely 
they'll  do  the  same  to 
Rosemary  s  Baby 

However,  she  almost  ends  up 
the  devils  own  little  angel. 


Exorcist, 
continued  on  page  11 


The  brothers  of  Iota  Phi  Theta 
and  their  sister  group  the  Iota 
Sweethearts  have  started  the 
semester  off  strong.  Last  Thurs- 
day they  hosted  the  Brown  Sugar 
Jam  in  The  Underground.  The 
five  hour  dance  party  went  off 
well  and  a  great  time  was^iad  by 
all.  They  are  following  that  up 
on  October  3  with  A  Soul's 
Revival,  an  evening  of  poetry 
and  spoken  word  performances. 
The  event  will  feature  several 
local  artists,  including  campus 
favorite  Marktavian  Martin,  and 
an  open  mic  for  all  you  budding 
lyricists.  It  will  take  place  this 
Tuesday  night  in  The  Under- 
ground from  7:30  to  10:30. 
Admission  is  S4  which  gets  you 
in  the  door,  to  the  buffet  table  and 
onstage,  if  you  like. 


Entertainment 


B-Movies'  Back  in  a  Bad  Way 


By  Christine  McKeen 

Hey,  you  ever  hear  the  one  about  a 
girl  who  saw  yet  another  teen  slasher 
flick?  You  know,  the  one  where  the  girl 
can't  take  it  any  more,  so  she  runs  from 
the  theater  screaming,  grabs  a  welder's 
helmet  and  begins  stabbing  people  with 
a  corkscrew  (because  all  the  good 
masks  and  good  weapons  have  been 
taken)? 

Urban  Legends:  Final  Cut,  the  sequel 
to  1998's  surprisingly  creative  and  styl- 
ish serial-killer  thriller  Urban  Legend, 
is  set  at  a  film  school.  Why,  then,  one 
might  wonder,  are  there  periodic  shots 
of  rowing  team  practices?  Why  do 
characters  occasionally  say  things  like 
"There's  trouble  in  the  film  depart- 
ment", after  all,  wouldn't  the  whole 
school  qualify  as  the  'film  department'? 
And  why  does  this  college  have  an 
abandoned  amusement  park  on  the 
grounds  but  no  classrooms? 

This  time  a  student  named  Amy 
(Jennifer  Morrison)  is  making  a  film 
about  an  'urban  legend'  killer.  Get 
ready  for  more  elaborately  designed 
murders,  right?  The  killer  wears  one  of 
those  oval-fencing  mask,  which  makes 
him  look  more  like  an  oversized  micro- 
phone than  a  homicidal  maniac. 

Of  course,  when  people  start  disap- 
pearing and  people  start  losing  kidneys, 


Audiences  will  have  a  hard  time  being  scared  of  a  big  microphone. 


Amy  finds  it  very  difficult  to  find  any- 
one who  will  pay  attention.  When 
Travis  (Matt  Davis)  commits  suicide, 
however,  the  school  takes  notice.  Amy 
is  especially  effected  by  Travis'  death, 
well,  because  she's  the  main  character 
and  he  was  the  pretty  boy.  No  need  to 
worry,  because  Travis  has  a  twin  broth- 
er, Trevor  (also  Matt  Davis),  who  will 
fit  perfectly  in  Amy's  life. 

There's  an  irony  here  —  for  a  movie 
set  at  a  film  school,  Final  Cut  is  pretty 
much  a  textbook  case  on  how  not  to 
make  a  movie.  Bad  tone  shifts  from 
scene  to  scene  that  led  to  humorless 
bloodletting.  The  images  look  awful, 
with  about  half  the  scenes  in  bad  gray 
light,  and  the  other  half  barely  lighted  at 


all.  The  director/editor/composer  John 
Ottman,  University  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia, seems  determined  to  prove  to 
audiences  that  he  actually  graduated 
from  a  film  school.  Does  it  really  mat- 
ter is  if  you  graduated  from  school,  no, 
it  matters  that  you  have  the  talent  and 
skills  it  requires  to  make  a  quality  film. 

If  you're  still  paying  attention  after 
30  minutes,  you  must  have  a  higher  tol- 
erance for  bad  screen-writing  and  edit- 
ed mutilation  than  most.  This  film 
should  be  forgotten  to  the  late  night 
cable  TV,  so  American  B-movie  thriller 
can  get  back  to  its  grand  tradition. 

It's  time  to  put  away  the  cloak,  put 
away  the  parka,  put  away  the  fishing 
hook  and  move  on. 


FWEEDOM 
WINGS 


TWEET 
YOURSELF 


Fweedom  Wings 

The  only  REAL  Buffalo  Wings  in  Town! 

IT  DON'T  MEAN  A  THING  IF 
Y'AINT  GOT  DEM  WINGS! 

12  Ray  Avenue,  Fitchburg,  MA  01420 
Take-Out  and  Delivery  Available 

978-343-WING 


MASSPIRG  gets  stu- 
dents involved  in 
their  community  and 
environment! 


MASSPIRG  will  kick 
start  the  school  year  with 
their  General  Interest 
Meeting  today.  Held  at 
3:00  in  the  M&M  lounge 
(next  to  the  library,  inside 
Hammond),  the  meeting 
will  feature  speakers,  food 
and  overviews  of  the  cam- 
paigns MASSPIRG  will 
concentrate  on  this  year. 

The  campaigns  to  be 
launched  include  saving 
our  National  Forests,  get- 
ting people  out  to  vote, 
saving  Mt.  Wachusett,  get- 
ting biotech  foods  labeled, 
helping  the  hungry  and 
homeless,  and  cleaning  up 
streams.  Interested  stu- 
dents will  be  given  the 
chance  to  get  involved  in 
one  or  more  of  the  cam- 
paigns. Action  on  each 
will  begin  at  this  meeting. 

All  students  who  think 
they  might  want  to  get 
involved  are  highly 
encouraged  to  attend  the 
General  Interest  Meeting. 
It's  a  great  way  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  communi- 
ty and  in  the  world. 
Change  cannot  occur  with- 
out the  efforts  of  each  of 
us. 

For  more  information 
call  (508)  799-4577 
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Features 


What's  the  Point?  Writer's 


By  Allison  Lahikainenen 

It's  that  nine  of  year  again.  Fitch- 
burg  State  College  has  erupted  into  the 
bustling  center  of  academia  familiar  to 
all  its  students.  Nothing  much  has 
changed.  Parking  requires  as  much 
skill  as  hunting  small  game  in  the  Rain- 
forest, classes  and  books  are  being 
changed,  exchanged  or  just  forgotten 
about,  and  the  Point  will  soon  be  sit- 
ting, and  the  key  word  here  is  sitting,  in 
its  racks.  Why  does  the  Point  have  such 
a  sordid  reputation  and  what  is  causing 
the  students  to  overlook  the  boundless 
wealth  of  information  that  lies  at  their 
feet? 

One  answer  could  be  that  simple 
fact:  it's  at  their  feet.  Some  students, 
"had  no  idea"  where  to  find  The  Point. 
Eyestrain,  caused  by  too  much  study- 
ing, prevents  students  from  glancing 
below  eye  level  when  traversing  the 
campus.  One  student  who  wished  to 
remain  anonymous  suggested  puning  it 
in  mailboxes,  "then  at  least  people  may 
look  at  the  cover  before  throwing  it 


away. 

For  those  who  were  aware  that  The 
Point  has  a  distribution  box  in  every 
building,  and  near  every  doorway,  other 
issues  took  precedence.  Students 
seemed  torn  between  the  need  to  read 
hard-hitting,  cutting  edge  journalism 
and  fluff. 

Michelle  Keating,  a  senior,  thinks. 
"it  (The  Point)  needs  more  attitude.  It 
revolves  around  movie  reviews." 

Fellow  senior.  Tim  Doust  with 
tongue-in-cheek  suggests.  "...  they 
should  change  the  name  and  then  I'd 
read  it."  On  a  serious  note  he  believes 
school  issues  should  be  tackled,  such  as 
the  parking  conditions.  "People  should 
get  mad,  the  parking  conditions  are  hor- 
rible." And  on  the  lighter  side,  he 
would  like  to  see  more  interviews  with 
people. 

Sophomores  Amy.  Melanie.  and  Pete 
offered  their  thoughts  on  what  would 
make  a  more  interesting  Point.  Melanie 
enjoyed  the  theater  coverage.  Pete,  a 
man  of  few  words,  when  asked  if  he 
read  The  Point  said,  "no."  What  type  of 


articles  would  get  him  to  start? 
"Sports."  Amy  thinks  horoscopes 
should  "definitely"  be  included. 

Finally,  the  untainted  freshman 
offered  their  opinions.  Sachian  Mahon 
figured  FSC  had  a  paper,  though  she 
didn't  know  where  to  find  it.  However, 
she  would  read  it  if  she  did.  She  sug- 
gests covering  what's  going  on  around 
campus  and  the  available  jobs.  Sara 
Barry  would  like  to  know  what's  hap- 
pening on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 
Overall,  humor  was  a  common  factor 
that  would  keep  students  reading. 

Will  anyone  get  "The  Point"  this 
year?  It's  hard  to  say.  Students  speak 
as  though  they  want  to  find  in  The  Point 
what  is  found  in  every  other  newspaper, 
drama  that  keeps  one  on  the  edge  of 
their  seat  mixed  with  enough  fluff  to 
make  a  sandwich.  They  just  don't  want 
to  do  it  themselves.  But.  perhaps  those 
dedicated  few  who  are  try  ing  to  change 
"The  Point  sucks"  attitude  will  finally 
be  successful...  as  long  as  the  papers  are 
moved  to  eve  level. 


Wanted 

Students  interest- 
ed in  writing  for  The 
Point  are  encouraged 
to  attend  our  weekly 
meetings  on  Thurs- 
day at  11:30  a.m. 
Any  students  that  are 
unable  to  attend 
these  meetings  are 
encouraged  to  call 
the  Point  office  at 
x3647  and  arrange 
another  time  to  meet 
with  a  member  of 
staff. 


No  Punchline  Needed 


continued  from  page  6 

the  "I'm  king  of  the  world."  the  other 
guy),  Roberto  Benigni  (Life  is  Beauti- 
ful). How  he  found  his  way  into  this 
film  is  beyond  me.  but  hey,  why  not 
right?  They  have  a  great  dialogue  in 
which  Benigni  (who's  English  was  as 
good  then  as  it  is  now,  he  makes  Jackie 
Chan  sound  like  Margaret  Thatcher) 
shows  off  his  conversational  skills. 
"Thank  you  and  buzz  off  to  you  too." 

The  DJ.  who's  night  was  going  just 
great  up  to  this  point,  is  then  offered 
one  thousand  dollars  to  drive  a  car 
across  town.  Surprise,  the  car  is  stolen; 
even  bigger  surprise  there's  dead  body 
in  the  trunk;  and  what  a  total  shock,  the 
DJ  is  arrested  and  sentenced  to  prison. 
Meanwhile  across  town  we  see  a 
pimp  who's  having  women  troubles  as 
well.  Women,  can't  live  with  them  and 
you  can't  eat  them  as  food.  He's  leav- 
ing one  employee  to  go  and  "recruit" 


another 

.  However  unbeknownst  to  him  this 
is  a  set  up!  The  cops  bust  in.  the  lights 
go  on  and  we  see  a  twelve  year  old  girl 
in  the  bed.  He  gets  sent  to  prison  and 
bunks  with  the  DJ.  Did  I  mention  their 
names  are  Jack  and  Zac?  Lets  all  say  it 
together,  "der." 

Time  passes  and  no  love  does  not 
bloom  (thank  God)  and  a  little  while 
later  Benigni  comes  back.  Benigni 's 
character.  Bob,  is  the  only  guilty  man  in 
the  cell.  "You  travel  the  ball  at  me,  I 
travel  the  ball  at  you!"  I'm  pretty  sure 
he  killed  somebody,  but  then  it  could  be 
credit  card  fraud,  you  never  know. 

After  the  infamous  "I  scream,  you 
scream,  we  all  scream  for  ice  cream" 
riot  they  make  their  escape  through  the 
sewers  of  the  prison  and  into  the 
swamps  of  Louisiana.  This  is  where  the 
movie  really  started  to  bug  me,  Benigni 
wouldn't  shut  up  and  there  wasn't  one 
crocodile  in  the  whole  swamp  to  eat 
him! 


This  is  a  movie  that  really  needs  to  be  seen  in  the 
comforts  of  your  own  home  that  way  you  don  t 
feel  bad  laughing  at  other  people  s  myseiy,  and 
you  can  heckle  this  movie  to  death! 


Long  story  short.  Benigni  manages 
to  find  the  one  Italian  woman  in  the 
whole  state  and  they  fall  in  love  within 
a  half  hour.  She  gives  the  three  shelter, 
food  and  spiffy  new  threads!  Benigni 
stays  with  his  woman  (the  only  sane 
one  in  the  movie  so  far)  and  they  plan  to 
open  a  restaurant  (presumably  Chinese 
food).  Zac  and  Jack  saunter  down  the 
road  and  part  ways  at  a  fork,  but  I  get  a 
feeling  that  they'll  meet  up  again  and 
have  zany  adventures  in  Down  by  Law 
II.  The  Musical. 

I'm  being  hard  on  this  film,  it  had  a 
really  nice  heart  and  I  laughed  my  head 
off.  Benigni  is  amazingly  funny  deliv- 
ering his  monologue  while  cooking  rab- 


bit. This  was  the  first  Jarmusch  movie 
I've  ever  seen  and  I  highly  recommend 
that  you  rent  it.  that  way  you  can  heck- 
le it  and  that's  way  more  fun  than  just 
watching  a  movie,  right  Sheila? 

Down  by  Law  was  presented  by 
Fitchburg  State  College  as  part  of  their 
new  Indie  series,  sponsored  b>  AVID 
Technologies.  The  discussion  was 
facilitated  by  Professor  Charles  Roberts 
of  the  Communications  Department 
and  was  preceded  by  a  student  short 
directed  and  edited  by  Brad  Davidson. 
The  short  was  a  documentary  of  the 
recent  trip  made  by  the  cast  of  Tempest 
to  Scotland  to  participate  in  a  theater 
collaboration. 
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Why  is  TIAA-CREF  the 
#1  choice  nationwide? 

The  TIAA-CREF 

Advantage. 


Call  us  for 

a  free 

information 

package 


Year  in  and  out,  employees  at  educatoin  and  research 
institutions  have  turned  to  TIAA-CREF.  And  for  good 
reason. 

#  Plus,  a  full  range  of  flexible  retirement  income  options 

Easy  diversification  amoung  a  range  of  expertly 
managed  funds 

A  solid  history  of  performance  and  exceptional 
personal  service 

*  A  strong  commitment  to  low  expenses 

For  decades,  TIAA-CREF  has  helped  professors 
and  staff  at  over  9,000  campuses  across  the  coun- 
try invest  for  -  and  enjoy  -  successful  retirements. 
Choosing  your  retirement  plan  provider  is  simple. 
Go  with  the  leader:  TIAA-CREF 
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Ensuring  the  future 
for  those  who  shape  it. 
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1.800.842.2776 
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and  are  not  bank  guaranteed.   2000  TIAA-CREF  08/03 


MmiifMii 


by  TOM  TOMORROW 


6V£R   SINCE    MIS   WIFE    GAVE    HER   WELL -RECEIVED 
SPEECH   AT  THE   REPUBLICAN   CONVENTION,  G£oR6£  W 
HAS    ft££N    TELLING    A    CUTE    LITTLE  STORY  ABOUT  HOW 
5ME   AGREED   TO   MARAT  HIM   UNDER  ONE  CONDITION- - 


SHE   MADE  ME   PROMISE   5H£t>  NEVER  HAVE  TO 
GIVE    A   SPEECH'.   HA,    HA! 

J  J 


GEORGE 
W.  BUSH 

not  as  „ 
dumb  a» 
he  looks!! 


GEORGE 
W.  BUSH 

he  can 
J  probably 
J  do  the  job!y 


WHAT  A 
A/UftU.' 


--WHICH    IS    A    PRETTY    STRANGE    ANECDOTE    FOR    HIM 
TO    HIGHLIGHT,    If   YOU    THINK.    ABOUT    IT,, .AFTER    ALL, 
ISN'T    HE    BASICALLY   ADMITTING   THAT   R£    RENEGED 
OH   THE    FIRST   PROMISE    HE    EVER    MADE    HIS    WIFE 
—IN   THE    INTERESTS    OF   POLITICAL    EXPEDIENCE 


I  6R--YeS,   I  SUPPOSE 
£o„.THou6H  somehow! 

IT  DOE5NT  SOUND   GWfTE 
AS    AMUSING    WHEN   YOU  I 

put  rr  like  THAT.. 


^Sf 


AND  IF  ELECTED,    I'LL 
NEVER  MAKE  ANY  of  | 
YOV  GIVE   SPEECHES, 

either;  ha,  ha;  and I 

I'LL   GIVE    EVERYONE  [ 
A   BIG  TAX  CUT'. 
HA,   HA,   HA.' 


THE    DEMOCRATS,    MEANWHILE,    ARE    TRYING    TO    EM- 
PHASIZE  THEIR   POPVUST  CREDENTIALS, ..FOR   IN- 
STANCE,   JOE   LIEeERMAN   MAY  VOTE   WITH    HMO'S  AND 
INSURERS  MOST  of  THE   TIME— eurf    AIDES  MINT 
OUT.    tit    0  ID  ONCE  TRY  TO    IMPOSE  'HEALTH  CARE 
REPORT  CARDS'  ON  THE    INDUSTRY.' 


> 


WOW!    TALK 
ABOUT  BITING 
THE    HAND 

that  feeds 

you: 


OR  AT  LEAST  | 
NIBBLING 

uetmtt 


WHO   NEEDS  CAM- 
PAIGN FINANCE  RE- 
FORM--WITH  A 
MAVERICK   LIKE 
THAT  oh  our 
SIDE? 


AND  OUT  (N  THE   FRINGES  Of  THIRD-PARTY  LAND... 
WE   HAVEN'T   HEARD   MUCH   FROM    PAT   BUCHANAN   FOR 
AWHILE,    PROBABLY  BECAUSE  HE  HAD  TO  HAVE   HIS 
GALL   BLADDER  REMOVED  AFTER  THE  REFORM  PAR- 
TY CONVENTION   FIASCO„.AND   WHILE    IT'S    CERTAINLY  A 
CHEAP   SHOT,    WE    CANT   RESIST   POINTING   OUT  THAT 
THE    GALL    BLADDER    IS,    Of    COURSE,    THE  ORGAN  THAT 
STORES  AND  RELEASES    BILE 


MAYBE  THINGS  ARENT  SO 
BAD  AFTER  ALL...I  MEAN— 
CAN'T    WE    ALL    JUST    GET 

ALONG? 

1/ 


PAT,'  PATl  FOR 

60£>'S    5AKE,    MAN/ 
SNAP    OUT   Of    IT,' 

■ 


CARTOONISTS 
YOU.    PATJ 


SPRING- 
BREAK 
2001 

Hiring  On-Campus 

Reps 
SEEL  TRIPS,  EARN 
CASH,  GO  FREE!!! 
Student  travel  Ser- 
vices 
America's  #1  Stu- 
dent Tour  Operator 
Jamaica,  Mexico, 
Bahamas,  Europe, 
Florida 
1-800-648-4849 
www.gospring- 
break.com 


Tired  Of  The  Point?       Answer  to  crossword  on  page  4 


The  current  editorial  staff  has  decided  that  with  a  new  format,  a  new 
publisher  and  a  new  direction,  the  school  paper  of  this  "leadership  college" 
could  use  a  new  name.  Now  this  is  not  the  editorial  staffs  paper,  this  is  cer- 
tainly not  the  administration's  paper;  it  is  your  paper.  So  in  fairness,  we  are 
going  to  have  you  decide  the  new  name.  If  you  think  you  know  what  this 
paper  should  be  called,  send  it  in  on  the  entry  below.  We  will  cull  the  best 
five  and  in  two  weeks  present  them  as  a  ballot.  The  name  that  gets  the  most 
votes  becomes  the  new  name  of  the  paper.  The  originators  of  the  five 
names  on  the  ballot  will  receive  a  prize.  The  person  who  came  up  with  the 
winning  name  gets  an  extra  special  mystery  prize! 


Hi.  My  name  is 


and 


I  think  The  Point  should  change  it's  name  to 

When  I  win,  you  can  send  my  prize  to 
campus  mailbox  # . 


*i¥o>l04COfte& by  SID 

All  the  great  advice  columnists  of  The  Point's  recent  past  have  suffered;  Mr.  Free  Advice's  tragic  trampling,  Cassandra's  bizarre  trepanning 
incident  and  Mofo  the  Psykik  Gorilla's  shameful  deportment  after  the  "Me  Tarzan,  Me  Jane"  Scandal.  While  these  brilliant  observers  of  the 
human  condition  may  have  left  us  too  soon,  they  have  also  left  us  with  valuable  column  inches  to  fill.  So  in  the  spirit  of  the  oracles  of  yore 
and  at  no  small  expense,  we  at  The  Point  are  proud  to  introduce  you  to  the  latest  scholastic  seer,  the  prestidigitator  of  prognosticators,  the 
man  to  whom  popes  and  presidents  have  turned Sid. 


Virgo 

In  ancient  Rome,  there  was  a  poem  about  a  dog  who  found  two  bones.  He  licked 
the  one,  he  licked  the  other.  He  ran  in  circles,  he  fell  dead.  Use  your  freedom  of 
choice  early  this  week,  someone  is  going  to  try  to  take  it  away  from  you. 

Libra 

This  is  the  week  in  which,  after  much  fruitless  searching,  you  will  find  your  spir- 
itual center.  Who  would  have  thought  it  was  behind  the  couch  the  entire  time... 

Scorpio 

Don't  eat  that.  You  don't  know  where  it's  been.  I  don't  care  about  the  "Five  Sec- 
ond Rule,"  you  shouldn't  put  that  in  your  mouth. 

Sagittarius 

You've  been  harboring  secret  feelings  for  someone  for  quite  a  while  now.  Mak- 
ing any  excuse  to  spend  time  with  them.  Agonizing  with  them  over  every  failed 
relationship;  never  daring  to  say  how  you  feel,  but  no  more.  This  is  the  week  to 
tell  them;  they  could  use  a  good  laugh. 

Capricorn 

Smell  is  the  sense  which  is  tied  closest  to  memory.  So  sometime  this  weekend, 
settle  back  in  a  comfy  chair  and  breath  in  your  past.  Smells  a  lot  like  that  left- 
over Chinese  food  in  the  fridge,  doesn't  it? 

Aquarius 

No  matter  how  bad  you  feel  tonight,  you'll  wake  up  in  the  morning  with  the 
feeling  that  everything  is  fresh  and  different  and  new.  Either  you  have  finally 


succeeded  in  changing  your  outlook  or  you  went  to  bed  drunk  in  the  wrong  dorm 
room  again. 

Pisces 

Now  is  the  time  to  bone  up  on  that  odd  skill  you  haven't  used  in  a  while.  Maybe 
it's  Latin,  maybe  it's  fencing.  Whatever  it  is  start  practicing  it  again,  you'll  need 
it  soon. 

Aries 

This  is  not  your  week  for  tough  decisions,  but  then  again  which  week  is. 

Taurus 

This  weekend,  steal  a  car  and  drive  across  Texas  until  you  meet  a  guy  named 
Frank.  Don't  argue  with  me,  it  is  your  destiny! 

Gemini 

Do  not  try  to  appear  smarter  than  you  are.  Be  careful  of  an  offer  from  a  relative. 
Keep  your  hands  to  yourself.  Get  rid  of  that  video  before  your  mom  finds  it. 

Cancer 

Those  dreams  you've  been  having  are  going  to  all  come  true.  Except  for  that  one 
about  dancing  with  cartoon  frogs  while  the  Pope  plays  the  harmonica  on  a 
waterbed  full  of  jello;  that's  your  own  damned  weirdness 

Leo 

There  are  over  eight  million  stories  in  the  naked  city  and  sometime  this  week- 
end, you'll  be  one  of  them. 


Exorcist, 


continued  from  page  6 

truth  and  asks  local  priest  (playwright 

Jason  Miller)  or  help.   He  and  the  title 

charcter  (Max  von  Sydow)  spend  the 

final  third  of  the  film  trying  to  save  the 

girl. 

Sound  simple?  In  some  ways  it  is, 
but  in  the  hands  of  director  William 
Friedkin  (The  french  Connection)  and 
producer/writer  William  Peter  Blatty, 
the  story  unfolds  in  a  series  of  creepy 
vinieghts  deftly  arranged  so  the  horror 
of  the  situation  escalates  until  it 
becomes  almost  unbearable. 

As  for  the  modern  add-ons,  it  was 
nice  seeing  the  movie  without  that 
grainy  70's  look  (ask  a  comm  major, 
they  know  what  I  mean)  and  the  extra 
footage  only  made  itself  known  in  a 
cheesy  whiteface  that  appears  distract- 
ingly  on  occasion.  This  is  counterbal- 
anced by  the  "Spiderwalk"  scene. 
Original  audiences  claimed  it  stopped 
the  film  cold.  Friedkin  also  felt  it  was 
too  much,  too  soon  and  had  it  cut  for 
those  reasons.  Seeing  the  mysterious 
scene  for  the  first  time  proved  to  be 
worth  the  wait. 


The  story  unfolds  in  a 
series  of  creepy  vinieghts 
deftly  arranged  so  the  hor- 
ror of  the  situation  escalates 
until  it  becomes  almost 
unbearable. 

Additionally,  the  new  sound  is 
incredible.  Transition  scenes  which 
served  as  "startlers"  in  the  original 
release  have  become  jump-out-of-your- 
seat  shocking.  The  original  soundtrack 
was  designed  almost  separate  from  the 
film  and  lacks  the  "beating  you  over  the 
head"  quality  most  horror  soundtracks 
have  today.  No,  that's  a  good  thing.  It 
leaves  room  for  these  remarkable 
silences  and  subtle  eerie  noises  which 
may  be  sound  effect  or  may  be  music  or 
something  in  between. 

Both  the  glossy  new  look  and  the 
powerful  new  sound  breathe  new  life 
into  a  classic  horror  film.  Now,  maybe 
if  we  ask  nicely  they'll  do  the  same  to 
Rosemary's  Baby. 


Attention  Comm  Majors! 

The  Society  of  Motion  Picture  and 
Televisioin  Engineers  will  hold  it's 
weekly  meetings  in  the  screening 
room  of  the  communicagtions  bind- 
ing (A3 04)  on  tuedays  at  3:30. 

SMPTE  is  a  professional  organi- 
zation where  comm  students  can 
learn  more  about  their  respective 
fields  of  study  and  make  valueable 
contacts. 

Any  and  all  students  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about  this  group 
should  attented  the  weekly  meeting. 


Falcons  Soar  Over  Owls 


By  Michael  McGonigle 

"We  didn't  abandon  the 
pass,  field  position  forced 
us  to  utilize  the  running 
game. " 


Saturday  Sept.  16  Westfield,  MA-  In 
football,  defense  is  one  of  the  most 
intricate  parts  of  the  game.  In  the  case 
of  Fitchburg  State,  it  was  that  essence 
which  handed  them  their  first  victory  of 
their  fall  2000  campaign,  defeating 
Westfield  State  7-3.  Senior  linebacker 
Jason  Smith  literally  pulled  the  game 
closer  for  the  Falcons  with  a  fantastic 
one-handed  interception,  placing  the 
ball  on  the  Owls  32  yard  line.  Five 
plays  later,  junior  fullback  Steve  Maze 
scored  from  four  yards  out  for  the  w  in- 
ning touchdown. 

Offensively,  the  Falcons  were 
plagued  by  injuries  to  begin  this  season 
w  ith  their  top  three  tailbacks  out  due  to 
injury.  With  that  said,  third  year  Head 
Coach  Dave  Flynn  was  still  determined 
to  stick  with  the  ground-attack  by 
entrusting  Maze,  his  220  lb.  fullback  to 
burden  the  load. 


Carrying  the  ball  25  times,  he  rushed 
for  114  yards,  with  forty-three  of  them 
coming  on   a  key  run   in 
fourth  quarter  to  seal 
victory. 

Senior  quarterback 
Nino  DeCarolis  threw 
all  but  three  of  his  pass- 
es in  the  first  half,  com 
pleting  9  of  his  23  attempts 
for  49  yards,  he  also  threw 
three  interceptions. 

When  asked  why  the  Falcons  aban- 
doned the  passing  game  in  the  second 
half,  Coach  Flynn  commented,  "We 
didn't  abandon  the  pass,  field  position 
forced  us  to  utilize  the  running  game." 
Although  heavily  scrutinized  at 
times,  Flynn's  game  plan  worked.  The 
Falcons  rushed  for  113  yards  in  the  sec- 
ond half  to  the  Owls  56  for  the  entire 
game.  By  holding  their  opponent  to  124 
total  met  yards,  Flynn  never  needed  to 
worry  about  his  defense.  Leading  the 
pack  with  ten  tackles  was  Jason  Smith. 
Craig  Levesque  and  Scott  Cormier 
notched  7  tackles  each  respectively. 

The  season  opener  on  Sept.  9  against 
the  UMass-Boston  Beacons  was  cut 
short  of  victory  when  kicker  Joseph 
Davolio's  33  yard  game-winning  field 
goal  attempt  fell  short  as  time  expired. 
Despite  being  outplayed,  the  Beacons 


put  points  on  the  board  when  it  mat- 
tered. By  con- 
erting 
.o 


key 
:alcon  mis- 
cues,  the  Beacons  edged  out  a  9-7  vic- 
tory. Aside  from  the  loss,  Decarolis  put 
up  amazing  numbers  by  completing  20 
of  his  34  passes  for  205  yards,  he  also 
threw  two  interceptions. 

Maze  also  had  another  fine  day, 
rushing  for  108  yards  on  28  attempts. 
He  also  scored  the  Falcons  lone  TD  on 
a  three-yard  plunge,  which  capped  a 
w ell-orchestrated  seventeen  play,  66 
yard  drive  near  the  end  of  the  first  half. 
The  defense  held  true  for  the  remainder 
of  the  game,  but  it  wasn't  enough  since 
neither  team  could  muster  a  score  in  the 
second  half.  FSC  notables:  Offense- 
wide  receivers  Tanner  Grove  (8  rec.  for 
80  yds.),  Sean  McGuire  (2  rec.  for  65 
yds.)  and  Peter  Gunderson  (5  rec.  for  38 
yds.)  Defense-  linebackers  Scott 
Cormier  (10  tackles)  and  Jason  Smith 
(7  tackles). 


The  Games  of  the  27  Olympiad 


By  Stephen  Beck 

Every  four  years,  the  Olympics 
Games  are  host  to  the  greatest  competi- 
tors in  the  world  competing  in  the 
greatest  array  of  sporting  events.  Every 
Olympiad  we  discover  great  new  sports 
like  trampoline  jumping  and  synchro- 
nized diving.  You  cannot  turn  on  the 
TV  w  ithout  seeing  a  world  record  being 
set  in  something. 

In  1984  the  first  Dream  Team  hit  the 
floor  and  ended  the  idea  of  competition 
for  a  gold  medal  in  basketball.  This 
Olympics  has  given  rise  to  yet  another 
great  Dream  Team.  Some  argue  that  we 
haven't  even  sent  our  best  what  \\ith 
Shaq  and  Duncan  sitting  out.  Our  pro- 
fessionals still  win  though.  The  US  has 
cruised  out  to  a  4-0  start  at  these  games. 
Any  betting  man  in  the  world  knows 
were  a  lock  on  yet  another  gold  medal. 


However  amid  the  "should  they  or 
shouldn't  they"  controversy,  there  is 
one  man  on  the  Dream  Team  getting  a 
lot  more  than  Olympic  glory.  Alonzo 
Mourning  on  Thursday  flew  home  from 
Australia  to  Miami  to  be  by  his  wife's 
side  for  the  birth  of  their  daughter. 

He  arrived  at  the  hospital  only  17 
minutes  before  she  was  born.  On  Satur- 
day, Mourning  made  the  return  trip  to 
Australia.  In  the  end,  he'll  probably  end 
up  with  a  gold  medal  and  kids  will 
dream  about  being  him  seeing  him  per- 
form. Will  they  see  that  this  millionaire 
superstar  is  a  real  man  with  real  values 
before  they  see  the  basketball  super- 
star? Forty  hours  on  a  plane  and  20,000 
miles  later  Zo's  dreams  will  have  taken 
place  at  home  with  prize  better  than 
szoid. 
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Upcoming  Events 

Wednesday,  Sept.27th  - 

7p.m. 

Field  Hockey  FSC  @  Westfield 

Thursday,  Sept.  28th  - 

4p.m. 

Men's  Soccer  FSC  @  Atlantic  Union 

4p.m. 

Woman's  Soccer  FSC  @  Curry 

7p.m. 

Volleyball  FSC  (a  Atlantic  Union 

Saturday,  Sept.  30th  - 

lp.m. 

Football  Mass  Maritime  (5  FSC 
11a.m. 

Field  Hockey  Salem  State  (a  FSC 
Noon 

Men's  Soccer  FSC  (a  Mass  Mar- 
itime 
10a.m. 
Women's  Soccer  Becker  @  FSC 


No  Shoes, 
No  Service! 

By  Stephen  Beck 

We've  all  seen  the  new  building 
from  the  outside,  it's  impressive 
enough  in  stature  to  get  me  to  see  w  hat 
exactly  those  fees  I  keep  paying  every 
semester  are  buying.  The  walk  over  to 
the  new  building  w  as  long  enough  to  be 
considered  activity,  so  right  away  I 
realized  some  bonus  exercise. 

Entering  this  modem  facility  was 
shocking.  Right  at  the  entry  a  check  in 
desk  and  a  copy  of  the  rules  to  the 
building.  This  was  my  confrontation 
with  the  "'Clean  Shoe  Policy." 

What  it 

states 

simply   is 

that    each 

person  using 

the    facility 

must  bring 

a  pair  of 


him  or  her  which 
they  shall  put  on  at  the  sign-in  desk.  I 
am  really  glad  that  our  school  decided 
to  make  this  magnificent  new  building 
for  all  the  people  at  this  school  interest- 
ed in  sports  and  fitness.  What  I'm  won- 
dering though  is  why  couldn't  we  have 
maybe  bought  a  floor  buffer  or  some 
other  floor  cleaning  machine  to  go 
along  with  this  facility  and  all  of  its 
modern  equipment.  Instead,  we  all  get 
to  walk  around  with  yet  another  thing 
in  the  backpack. 

I  get  over  that  quickly  as  I  tour  the 
building.  When  they  were  considering 
the  plans  for  this  building  they  were 
thinking  of  certain  facilities  that  should 
be  included:  pool,  running  track,  rac- 
quetball.  basketball,  workout  equip- 
ment, classrooms,  athletic  offices,  etc. 
This  building  wound  up  with  them  all. 
Hopefully  our  athletes  will  now  have  a 
little  something  extra  at  crunch  time. 

They  have  often  bemoaned  the  need 
for  a  better  training  facility  and  that 
need  has  now  been  met.  Maybe  too 
those  students  coming  to  Fitchburg  as 
they  check  out  schools  to  go  to.  will  be 
swayed  by  this  building. 

If  you  haven't  seen  the  building  yet 
I  suggest  you  go  see  what  your  fees 
have  bought  you.  but  don't  forget  them 
extra  shoes. 


